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THE RENT RESTRICTION ACT Cap. L.

31 of 1954,
70 of 1958,
41 of 1960,
27 of 1961.

Acts
[9th October, 1944.) na
20 of 1968,
43 of 1973,
29 of 1976,
1 of 1978,
36 of 1979,
. ) . .. "2 of 1983.
1. This Act may be cited as the Rent Restriction Act. sport tite.

2.—(1) In this Act— Interpreta-
tion.
“agricultural land” does not include the garden of a house
or building, or land within the curtilage of a house
or building;
“Assessment Officer” means a Rent Assessment Officer ap- 2/1983
pointed under section 9 (8); S 2.

“Board” means a Rent Assessment Board constituted
under section 9 for the area in which any premises
in question are situated;

“building land” means land let to a tenant for the purpose
of the erection thereon by the tenant of a building
used, or to be used, as a dwelling or for the public
service or for business, trade or professional purposes,
or for any combination of such purposes, or land on
which the tenant has lawfully erected such a building,
but does not include any such land when let with
agricultural land;

“dwelling-house” means a building, a part of a building
separately let, or a room separately let, which at the
material date was or is used mainly as a dwelling
or place of residence, and includes land occupied with
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4 RENT RESTRICTION

the premises under the tenancy, but does not include
a building, part of a building, or room when let with
agricultural land;

“furniture” includes fittings, machinery and other articles
used in premises but not forming part thereof;

“landlord” includes any person deriving title under the
original landlord and any person who is, or would
but for the provisions of this Act be, entitled to the

§2/21955 possession of the premises, and shall, for the purpose

- of the enforcement of any provisions of this Act
whereby any liability is imposed on a landlord, be
construed also to include any agent having charge,
control or management of the premises on behalf of
the landlord;

“let” includes “sub-let”;

“let furnished” means let at a rent which includes payment
for the use of furniture, and “let unfurnished” shall be
construed accordingly;

“public or commercial building” means a building, or a part
of a building separately let, or a room separately
let, which at the material date was or is used mainly
for the public service or for business, trade or profes-
sional purposes, and includes land occupied therewith
under the tenancy but does not include a building,
part of a building or room when let with agricultural
land;

“standard rent”, in relation to premises let at the com-
mencement of this Act, or hereafter let, means the
standard rent of such premises ascertained in accord-
ance with this Act and appropriate to the category
of letting in which the same are let;
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“tenant” includes a sub-tenant and any person deriving
title from the original tenant or sub-tenant, as the
case may be;

“tenancy” includes “sub-tenancy”.

(2) For the purposes of this Act one letting of
premises shall be deemed to be in the same category as
another letting of the premises if both lettings are of—

(@) building land; or
(b) a dwelling-house let unfurnished; or
(c) a dwelling-house let furnished; or

(d) a public or commercial building let unfurnished;
or

(e) a public or commercial building let furnished,

and if, in the case of two lettings of furnished premises,
the furniture is of approximately the same quality and
quantity on each letting.

3.—(1) This Act shall apply, subject to the provisions Applica-
of section 8 to all land which is building land at the 4Pnef
commencement of this Act or becomes building land ?{4(109)79
thereafter, and to all dwelling-houses and public or
commercial buildings whether in existence or let at the
commencement of this Act or erected or let thereafter and

whether let furnished or unfurnished :

Provided that this Act shall not apply to—

(@) a dwelling-house while let at a rent which bona

fide includes payment for board; or é?/3l(9;6
L] a)

(b) building land while let on a building lease, or a
renewal or continuance of a building lease, for a
term of twenty-five years or more; or
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(c) a dwelling-house while let by the Minister respons-
ible for housing pursuant to the provisions of
the Housing Act;

(b) dwelling-houses of any class declared by an order
made under section 8 to be exempted premises,
save as respects the provisions of section 12;

(e) a public or commercial building which, pursuant to
an application by a landlord for a certificate of ex-
emption, an Assessment Officer certifies—

(i) exceeds one thousand square feet in area and
is, for the time being, designed to be used
primarily as a warehouse; or

(i) is of such a valuation at the prescribed date
as to warrant being let at such standard rent
(exclusive of any amount payable for ser-
vice) as the Minister may, by order, pre-
scribe; or

(iii) is constructed after 31st August, 1980, or
having been in construction before that date,
is completed thereafter;

(iv) is constructed prior to the 31st August, 1980
and purchased, in a transaction at arm’s
length, by another person after that date
but not later than the 31st October, 1982.

(1a) Any order made pursuant to paragraph (e) (ii) of
the proviso to subsection (1) shall be subject to affirmative
resolution.

(1) In relation to paragraph (e) of the proviso to
subsection (1)—
(@) an Assessment Officer may require information to

be furnished to him by a tenant as well as by a
landlord;

(b) if the design or manner of usage of the building
changes at any time the owner or the landlord, as
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the case may be, shall within ninety days after such
change is implemented notify the Assessment Offi-
cer that the change has taken place; and, if he fails
to do so, he shall be guilty of an offence under this
Act;

(c) the prescribed date has the same meaning as in
section 19.

(2) All building land, dwelling-houses or public or
commercial buildings to which this Act for the time being
applies are hereafter referred to as “controlled premises”.
plied
nants

nancy
reements

4. In every tenancy agreement or lease made on or after
the 1st day of November, 1979, whether orally or in writing,
in respect of controlled premises, except in the case of any orlleases.
tenancy agreement which contains express provisions to the %97
contrary, the landlord and the tenant shall be deemed to |
have inserted the covenants set out in the First Schedule £, =
and shall be bound by those covenants. !

SRESH

4A.—(1) A person shall not as a condition for the grant, Tepants

renewal or continuance of a tenancy of any controlled pre- re o
mises consisting of a dwelling-house, require that no children 25,4
shall reside with the tenant in that dwelling-house. 3611979
(2) Any person who contravenes this section shall

be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summary con-
viction before a Resident Magistrate, in the case of a first
conviction, to a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars
and in dafault of payment to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding twelve months, and in the case of a second or
any subsequent conviction, to a fine not exceeding two
thousand five hundred dollars and in default of payment
to imprisonment for a term not exceeding eighteen months.

5.—(1) Where— ting

which

(@) a tenant has the exclusive occupation of any in¢ludes

separate accommodation™);
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RENT RESTRICTION

(b) the terms as between the tenant and his landlord
on which he holds the separate accommodation
include the use of other accommodation (in this
section referred to as “the shared accommoda-
tion”) in common with another person or other
persons, whether or not including the landlord;
and

(c) by reason only of the circumstances mentioned in
paragraph (b), the separate accommodation would
not apart from this subsection be a dwelling-house
as defined by this Act,

the separate accommodation shall be deemed to be a
dwelling-house as so defined, and the following provisions
of this section shall have effect.

(2) For the avoidance of doubt it is hereby declared
that where for the purpose of determining the standard
rent of the separate accommodation, it is necessary to make
an apportionment under this Act, regard shall be had to
the circumstances mentioned in paragraph (b) of subsection
(1).

(3) For the purpose of ascertaining the standard rent,
a previous letting of the separate accommodation shall not
be deemed not to be a letting of the same dwelling-house
by reason only of any such change of circumstances as the
following, that is to say, any increase or diminution of
the rights of the tenant to use accommodation in common
with others, or any improvement or worsening of accom-
modation so used by the tenant.

(4) For the purposes of any provisions of this Act
relating to increases of rent—

(a) any such change of circumstances as is mentioned
in subsection (3), being a change affecting so much
of the shared accommodation as is living accom-
modation, shall be deemed to be an alteration of
rent;
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(b)) where, as the result of any such change as is
mentioned in paragraph (a) of this subsection, the
terms on which the separate accommodation is
held are on the whole less favourable to the tenant
than the previous terms, the rent shall be deemed
to be increased, whether or not the sum period-
ically payable by way of rent is increased;

() any increase of rent in respect of any such change
as is mentioned in paragraph (a) of this subsection
where, as a result of the change and of the increase
of rent, the terms on which the separate accom-
modation is held are on the whole not less
favourable to the tenant than the previous terms,
shall be deemed not to be an increase of rent.

(5) While the tenant is in possession of the separate
accommodation, any term or condition of the contract of :
tenancy terminating or modifying, or providing for the:
termination or modification of his right to the use of any
of the shared accommodation which is living accommoda-
tion shall be of no effect:

Provided that where the terms and conditions of the
contract of tenancy are such that at any time during the
tenancy the persons in common with whom the tenant is'
entitled to the use of the shared accommodation could be |
varied, or their number could be increased, nothing in this |
subsection shall prevent those terms and conditions from
having effect so far as they relate to such variation or'
increase as aforesaid.

(6) Subject to the provisions of subsection (7) and '
without prejudice to the enforcement of any order made
thereunder, while the tenant is in possession as aforesaid !
of the separate accommodation, no order or judgment for
the recovery of any of the shared accommodation or for
the ejectment of the tenant therefrom shall be made or
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